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SUBJECT: CYPRUS EVACUEES IN BEIRUT IN HAPPIER MOODS 
REF: BEIRUT 8555 

1. THIS CABLE UPDATES REFTEL REGARDING MORALE AND STATE OF 
MIND OF CYPRUS EVACUEES IN LEBANON. 

2. MANY OF THE PROBLEMS FACING EVACUEES RESOLVED QUICKLY. 

NOT ONLY THROUGH EFFORTS ENTIRE EMBASSY, BUT BY GOL AND SEVER- 
AL PUBLIC SPIRITED AMERICAN FIRMS AS WELL. WITH 

SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS, MUCH OF DISSATISFACTION DESCRIBED 
REFTEL EVAPORATED. FOR EXAMPLE, PAN AMERICAN WAS 
ABLE HONOR TICKETS ORIGINATING IN NICOSIA 
FOR FLIGHTS FROM HERE, THUS ELIMINATING NEED FOR SOME 
EVACUEES PAY UP TO $300 EXTRA PER TICKET. PAN AM ALSO 
MADE EXCEPTIONAL EFFORTS FIND SPACE ON EARLY FLIGHTS, 

INITIALLY ROUTING MANY EVACUEES TO EUROPE VIA TEHRAN. 

THESE EFFORTS ELIMINATED MOST OF THE COMPALINTS REGARDING 
THE "WRONG- WAY EVACUATION". 

3. BOTH BANK OF AMERICA AND CITY BANK OF NEW YORK 
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WITHOUT CLEARANCE. THIS, COUPLED WITH E AND E SPOT 
LOANS AND ABILITY SIGN FOR MEALS IN HOTEL ASSURED THAT 
EVACUEES SUFFERED NO ACUTE HARDSHIP. 

4. GOL IMMIGRATION OFFICERS WORKED WELL INTO NIGHT 
TUESDAY TO COMPLETE PROCESSING PASSPORTS OF USS CORONADO 
PASSENGERS, ALLOWING RETURN OF DOCUMENTS BY 8:00 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY. POST ISSUED SOME 30 PASSPORTS WEDNESDAY MORNING 
TO REPLACE LOST DOCUMENTS OR PASSPORTS WITH ISRAELI VISAS. 

THESE PASSPORTS VISAED BY GOL WEDNESDAY MORNING AND RUSHED 
BY POST PERSONNEL TO DEPARTING EVACUEES, ON OCCASION AT THE 
AIRPORT MINUTES BEFORE DEPARTURE. 

5. MARKET FOR CYPRIOT POUNDS RESTORED WEDNESDAY MORNING 
AND EVACUEES ABLE CONVERT FUNDS WITH ONLY MODERATE LOSSES. 

6. POST OPERATED FROM TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY MAJOR 
RECEPTION AND INFORMATION CENTER AT HOTEL, WITH TABLES FOR 
AIRLINE REPS (PAA, TWA. BA). EMBASSY CASHIER. CITY BANK 

OF NEW YORK, PRSONNEL (FOR OFFICIAL EVACUEES) AND CONSULAR 
OFFICERS. WE FOUND THIS HIGHLY USEFUL ARRANGEMENT. 

7. ARRIVING USS TRENTON PASSENGERS MUCH LESS CRITICAL. 

MOST MAJOR PROBLEMS HERE ALREADY SOLVED. IMPROVED GOL 
PROCEDURES PERMITTED VISAING PASSPORTS PRIOR DEPARTURE 
FROM SHIP. NO PASSENGERS WITH ISRAELI VISAS ABOARD, 

SO NO MASS ISSUANCE REPLACE PASSPORTS NECESSARY. FURTHER 
MORE, TRENTON PASSENGERS HAD UNDOUBTEDLY BEEN SUBJECTED TO GREAT- 
ER DANGER IN CYPRUS AND THUS ACCEPTED MORE READILY 
"ANY SAFEHAVEN IN A STORM". 

8. MOST EVACUEES REMAINING HERE ARE EITHER THOSE WAITING 
FOR FUNDS AND REPATRIATION LOANS OR THOSE WAITING FOR 
POSSIBLE RETURN TO CYPRUS. 

9. REMAINING EVACUEES STILL INTERESTED IN QUESTIONS PROPOSED 
OUR 8565 TO NICOSIA RE ABANDONED VEHICLES AND PROSPECTS OF 
RETURN. WE HOPE SITUATION WILL PERMIT NICOSIA ADDRESS 
QUESTIONS IN NEAR FUTURE. 
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10. A FEW EVACUEES REMAIN HIGHLY CRITICAL OF USG IN 
COMPARISON WITH UK'S MASSIVE AIRLIFT OF THEIR CITIZENS TO 
LONDON. CRITICISM NO LONGER ISSUED IN ANGER, BUT IN 
PHILOSOPHICAL MOOD WHICH MAY RESULT IN LETTERS TO CONGRESS 
URGING LEGISLATION PERMITTING SUCH AIR EVACS IN FUTURE 
EMERGENCIES. 

1 1 . POST APPRECIATES SCS' EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN THIS 
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CRISIS. ESPECIALLY REMARKABLE WERE A NUMBER OF CASES LATE 
FRIDAY. OUR CABLES REQUESTING SCS DEPOSITIS SENT AT COB 
FRIDAY RESULTED IN ANSWERS, WITH FUNDS. BY 0730 HOURS 
SATURDAY MORNING. MANY THANKS. HOPE OUTSTANDING CASES 
WILL RECEIVE SIMILAR TREATMENT. 

12. SUMMRY : ONCE THE INITIAL SURPRISES WERE MET AND 
FOLLOWING A GOOD REST. VAST MAJORITY OF EVACUEES HAVE 
PROVED TO BE GOOD TROOPERS. 

GODLEY 
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